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lakes dried up, and, at the same time, of buildings
remaining in spite of earthquakes, we are reminded,
as in the case of the Scripture miracle upon the cities
of the plain, that a volcanic country is in question, in
which such phenomena are to a great extent coin-
cident with the course of nature. It may be added,
that the biographer not only is frequent in the phrases
" it is said/1 "it is still reported/' but he assigns as a
reason for not relating more of St. Gregory's miracles,
that he may be taxing the belief of his readers more
than is fitting, and he throughout writes in a tone of
apology as well as of panegyric.

24. Next, let us turn to St. Athanasius's biogra-
phical notice of St. Antony, who began the solitary
life A.1X 270. Athanasius knew turn personally, and
writes whatever he was able to learn from himself;
for "I folio wed t him/' he says, "no small time, and
poured water upon his hands;" and he adds, that
" everywhere he has had an anxious- regard to truth."
The following are some of the supernatural or extra-
ordinary portions of his narrative. He relates that
the enemy of souls appeared to Antony, first like a
woman, then like a black child, when he confessed
himself to be the spirit of lewdness, and to have been
vanquished by the young hermit Afterwards, when
he was passing the night in the tombs, he was at-
tacked by evil spirits, and so severely stricken that
he lay speechless till a friend found him next